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A Network of Connections: A Theory for the Digital Age

Wide eyed, I gaze through a lens of understanding as it is influenced by the theory of social learning and connectivism, George Siemen’s theory as he states that learners construct new knowledge through the observation of the environment around them. The rise of technology has restructured how people live, communicate, and learn, impacting previously developed theories. Technology has increased the speed and scope in which information is provided, allowing for knowledge to be obtained at an exponential rate. Learning can now happen through digitally created social networks and communities, allowing learning to be a continual process. 
	As we move into the digital age, learning theories must follow along with it. By including technology and connection making as parts of learning, we begin to create connectivism. The process of learning can happen through elements of an environment that are not controlled by the individual, but through connections outside of ourselves. 
	These connections built within digital social environments allow a cultivation of knowledge flow that make learning continuous, which in turn helps the learner remain current in their understanding through formed connections.  Social network platforms have created centralized locations for the masses to cultivate connections expanding across the globe. These social networks can function as tools for creating connections that allow a person to plug into sources that can help create new knowledge or skills, and as knowledge continuously evolves, there is a growing importance on what the learner has gained. 
	With connectivism as it pertains to building connections through social media, social learning theory has a part to play as well. Proposed by Albert Bandura, this theory carries an emphasis on the importance of observation, imitation of behavior, attitudes, and emotional reaction, considering environmental interaction’s influence on behavior. 
	Based on studies and research articles I have come across; I believe these two theories play a crucial role in the creation of positive digital citizenship. As an educator that integrates technology into the classroom, I see social media as a resource for my students. To combat the mindless scrolling while students access social networks, or the sharing of pointless posts, I want to use the constructs of these platforms in an educational manner than motivates and educates my students, helping them become contributing members of a digital society. 
	In order to create positively engaging digital environments through the use of social and emotional leaning skills, I am building from the foundations of Siemens and Bandura through attempting to create active processing through a construction of meanings based on a learner’s digital environment, shared information, active engagement, social interaction, and cognitive development, that then creates new physical and mental behaviors that can be stored and retrieved. I believe personal learning through connectivism, and social learning can be achieved through social media platforms, resulting in the positive digital citizenship of learners.  

